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Abstract

This policy brief examines the challenges of utilizing graduate theses in clinical health settings and
proposes solutions. The core issue is that many of these research projects never reach implementation,
wasting resources and reducing the impact of health research. Key barriers can be grouped into four
main categories: (1) poor alignment of thesis topics with real-world clinical needs and inadequate
research quality; (2) limited resources and weak knowledge management within health organizations;
(3) skill deficiencies and lack of trust among frontline practitioners; and (4) inefficient policies and
regulatory frameworks. These persistent challenges lead to declining healthcare quality and weaker
evidence-informed decision-making. Four key policy options are proposed: 1) Strengthening
university-hospital collaboration to align research with clinical needs. 2) Enhancing the quality of
student research through better training and supervision. 3) Developing knowledge management
systems to facilitate access and translation of findings. 4) Reforming policies and increasing
governmental financial support for applied research. Implementing these solutions requires securing
funding, fostering cross-sectoral collaboration, and overcoming obstacles such as budget shortages,
cultural resistance, and administrative bureaucracy.
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