March 2025, Volume 29, Issue 4
Journal of Student Research Committee Sabzevar
University of Medical Sciences

Original article

Explaining Nurses' Experiences of Breaking the Law in Patient Care: A
Qualitative Study

Robabeh Ghomi?, Fateme Asadi?, Mostafa Haji Alizadeh?, Ali Mohammad Izadpanah®*, Fateme
Biabani®, Farzane Zafarramazanian®*

Msc in nursing, Esfahan University of Medical Sciences, Esfahan, Iran

Msc in nursing, Mazandaran University of Medical Sciences, Mazandaran, Iran

Msc in nursing, School of Nursing and Midwifery, Rafsanjan University of Medical Sciences, Rafsanjan, Iran
School of Nursing and Midwifery, Birjand University of Medical Sciences, Birjand, Iran.

School of Nursing and Midwifery, Birjand University of Medical Sciences, Birjand, Iran.

*. University instructor, Department of Nursing, Naghade School of Nursing, Urmia University of Medical Sciences, Urmia,

Iran

QU

Article Info.

Received: 09- Dec- 2024 Accepted: 13- Jan- 2025

Abstract

Background and Aims: Non-violation of the law in nursing care of patients is one of the important and main
pillars of ethical principles in nursing. This study was conducted as a qualitative study to explain nurses'
experiences of deviance of the law.

Materials and Methods: In this qualitative study, 15 experienced nurses from the Valiasr Educational-
Therapeutic-Research Center, affiliated with Birjand University of Medical Sciences, participated in 2022. The

sampling method was purposive and data were collected through individual semi-structured interviews. The
qualitative analysis method was phenomenological with the Van-Manen approach and with the help of
MAXQDA10 software.

Result: Interviews with participants about their experiences of lawlessness in providing nursing care led to the
emergence of two main categories: the first category was evasion of punishment and the second category was
indifference of the authorities. Evasion of punishment, which itself included three subcategories: a) absolute
silence, b) pathological retribution and c) fear of punishment. The second category, indifference of the authorities,
itself included two subcategories: reciprocal retaliation and unmotivated nurse.

Conclusion: The results showed that there is a positive approach to reporting errors in nursing and it should be
further strengthened. Before anything else, the laws established in nursing and human rights should be
implemented by the authorities so that nurses do not witness lawbreaking or sometimes failure to implement the
laws by the nursing authorities themselves.
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